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Sunday 21 *' December
Advent 4

8:00 am Holy Communion (CW)
Celebrant/Preacher: Sarah Alexander

Epistle: Romans 16: 25-end (p. 1143)
Gospel: Luke 1: 26-38 (p. 1026)
9:15am Holy Communion (CW)

Celebrant: David Stone
Preacher: Sarah Alexander

Epistle: Romans 16: 25-end (p.1143)
Reader: lan Park

Gospel: Luke 1: 26-38 (p.1026)
Reader: Lesley Park

Intercessions led by Jenny Patrick
There is NO Earlybirds activity today.

11:00 am Informal Morning Worship

Leader: Team JF

Speaker:  Sarah Alexander
Reading: Luke 1: 26-38 (p.1026)
Reader: Rosemary Freeman

A Creche is available in the upper Hall for 0
-3% year olds Other children go out during
the service for an informal activity in the hall

6:00 pm Civic Carol Service
Leader & Speaker: David Stone
Refreshments after the service in the hall.
All welcome.

6:30 pm  No Evening Worship

Collect

God our redeemer,

who prepared the Blessed Virgin Mary

to be the mother of your Son:

grant that, as she looked for his coming as
our saviour,

so we may be ready to greet him

when he comes again as our judge;

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. AMEN

Wednesday, 24 ™ December
Christmas Eve

3:00 pm: Crib Service

Leader/Speaker: James Cook

Come dressed as one of the characters of the
Christmas story: Mary, Joseph, Angel, Wise
Man, donkey, camel etc. Some costumes and
accessories will be available to borrow from
2:45 pm at the back of the church. Or bring
something to hold: star, toy donkey, wrapped
present, toy sheep, doll etc. If you play the
recorder bring it along. We can provide instant
music! There are pictures to colour too so
bring your favourite pens or crayons.

11:30 pm: Midnight Holy
Communion (CW)
The Choir will be singing carols

round the Christmas tree from 11 pm.
Celebrant/Preacher: David Stone

Reading: Hebrews 1: 1 -4 (p.1201)
Reader: Jacqui Lander

Gospel: John 1: 1 - 14 (p.1061)
Reader: Liz Meldrum

Prayers led by: Sarah Alexander

Collect

Eternal God, who made this most holy night

to shine with the brightness of your one true
light:

bring us, who have known the revelation of
that light on earth,

to see the radiance of your heavenly glory;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. AMEN

This Newsletter covers two weeks — please retain for future reference.




Thursday 25 " December
CHRISTMAS DAY

8:00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
Celebrant/Preacher: David Stone
Epistle: Titus 2: 11-14 (p. 1199)
Gospel: Luke 2: 1 - 14 (p.1027)

10:00 am All-Age Family
Communion
Celebrant: David Stone

Preacher: Sarah Alexander
Gospel: Luke 2: 1 - 20 (p.1027)
Reader: Paul Walter

Collect

Almighty God,

you have given us your only-begotten Son

to take our nature upon him

and as at this time to be born of a pure
virgin:

grant that we, who have been born again

and made your children by adoption and
grace,

may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit;

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. AMEN

Christmas Cards - Noticeboard
Do look at the noticeboard at the back of
church for greetings from members of St
Nicolas Church family, past and present.
There's one from the Hobbs family, for
instance. Do add your own. For cards to
individuals there is a small box in the hall
foyer but we strongly recommend that you
hand-deliver cards as they sometimes don't
get picked up till long after Christmas!

J Team needs you!
We are desperate for a leader and helper to
teach Lambs (reception) from January. It
would mean a commitment of about once a
month in term time. Please contact
Annabelle Abbott for details.

SHARING THE
LIFE OF JESUS
TODAY

Christmas service collections
There will be retiring collections at all of the
main Christmas services. Money received
will go to three charities:
Local - Newbury Churches Emergency
Relief Fund
National - Christians Against Poverty
International - Cure International for the
support of Alan Norrish’'s work in
Zambia

START! Do you have questions about the
Christian faith? If so the START course
could be for you. It is a six week course held
in someone’s home.

There will be a lunchtime course on
Thursdays starting on 15" January at
1:30 pm, and an evening course starting on
Tuesday 13" January at 8 pm. For more
information contact the church office on
47018.

If anyone at St Nic's would like to offer
their home as a venue or would like to assist
the leaders, please get in touch with Sue
Elliott.

NEW YEAR’S DAY WALK
Join us for a walk on Greenham Common
(approx 3 miles). Meet at church at 10am
for car sharing. Further details from Alan
and Rosemary tel: 47113

All-Age Family Services: First Sundays
As plans take shape for 2009, we're going
back to a pattern of having (usually!) the
11 am All-age family service on the first
Sunday of each month. You can check
what's coming up by way of services and
events next year by clicking on “Church
Stuff” and then “Future Plans” on the church
website.

OFFICE AND CHURCH OPENING TIMES
OVER THE CHRISTMAS BREAK
Closed on Bank Holidays:
December 25"& 26" and Jan 1%
Open 10 am ‘till 12 noon on Monday 29",
Tuesday 30", Wednesday 31%
and Friday 2™




Sunday 28 ™ December
Holy Innocents

8:00 am Holy Communion (CW)
Celebrant /Preacher: Sarah Alexander

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1: 26-29 (p.1145)
Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-18 (p. 966)
9:15am  No Service

10:30 am All-Age Family Service
(Note different time)

Leader: Chris Davis

Speaker:  James Cook

Reading: Matthew 2: 13-18 (p. 966)
6:00 pm: Holy Communion (CW)

Celebrant/Preacher: Trevor Maines

Reading: Isaiah 49: 14-25 (p. 736)
Reader: Philip Kinns

Gospel: Matthew 10: 13-16 (p. 975)
Reader: Pam Proudfoot

Intercessions led by Trevor Maines

6:30 pm  Evening Worship
Speaker:  Sarah Alexander
Worship Leader: Team RO

Collect

Heavenly Father,

whose children suffered at the hands of
Herod,

though they had done no wrong:

by the suffering of your Son

and by the innocence of our lives

frustrate all evil designs

and establish your reign of justice and
peace;

through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever. AMEN

Wednesday 31 *' December

3:00 pm New Year's Eve Service
All Ages Welcome

Leader: Sarah Alexander

Thursday 1 ' January
Naming and Circumcision of Jesus
10:30 am Holy Communion (CW)
Celebrant/Preacher: Trevor Maines

Epistle: Galatians 4: 4-7 (p. 1170)
Gospel: Luke 2: 15-21 (p. 1049)

Cakes and Hospitality: A big thank you to
everyone who has helped with refreshments
at the special services this month. Sue Elliott

FREEDOM IN CHRIST
A new course will run for 13 weeks starting
8" January (Thursdays 7:45 pm) St Nicolas
Upper Hall. For further info please contact
Tim Coe, Tel: 01635 569440

YOUTH ALPHA - JAN 2009

A Youth Alpha course is being held at
Newbury Baptist Church on Fridays starting
on January 23" through to March 20" (with a
break for halfterm on February 20"). The
times are 5:30 - 7:00 pm. Text your friends
about it! They also need leaders and caterers.
Contact the website for information:

scott@newburybaptist.org.uk

ST NICOLAS' LIBRARY NEEDS YOU!
We are short of someone to staff the library
on one Sunday a month. We open the
library during coffee between 9:15 am and
11 am services, and there are two people to
share the load. If you'd like to find out more
about it, please contact me, lan Park on
01635 821420 or i.d.c.park@ntlworld.com

How to build a
healthy
marriage
that lasts a
lifetime

This is a course that has been very well
received by over sixty couples at St Nicolas
Church. The 2009 course starts on
Wednesday 14" January and runs for eight
sessions, with a break for half term. Each
session begins at 8 pm and is over by 10:30
pm. The course begins with a banquet and
taster evening - so if you are unsure why not
come along and give it a try? For further
details and to register for the course please
pick up a leaflet at the back of church or
contact the church office or speak to either
Sharon or Richard Coward.




REGULAR ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK and NEXT

Sundays - ; .

> . _— The bellringers will be ringing in
8:00pm ~ *The Firm" (14-18s) the New Year. All are welcome to
Mondays

join them up the tower on New

. H H th
2:30 pm St Nicolas Fellowship (4™ week) Year's Eve at 11:30 pm. The

7:30 pm  Bell-ringing practice

8:00 pm  Men’s Bible Study Mayor of Newbury is expected.
Wednesdays

10:00 am Daybreak il A Group for Parents

7:30 pm  Table Tennis Club = _ith Young Children
Thursdays _DAYBREAK Finished for Christmas
10:00 am Coffee Morning d gack ?hn

10:30 am Holy Communion (CW) Wednesday 7~ January
Fridays

4:00 pm  Drop-in (secondary school age) CHARITY COFFEE MORNING
6:30 pm  Junior Choir practice Thursday 8" January s
7:15 pm  Adult Choir practice 10 am - 12 noon V)
7:30 pm TGl Friday (10-14s) St Nicolas Hall @
Items in italics are held in St Nic's House. In aid of the RSPCA

Some of these activities do not run in the school Everyone welcome

holidays. Please check with the church office.

Home Groups meet most
7/ \ evenings and Thursday CHRISTOPHER CIPKIN
A R\s momings. Please contact the (Reading Univfffﬁity)
1S, Church Office if you would like L"#'$ %

more details. Tel: (01635) 47018.

The next newsletter with be published on

4™ January. Please ensure all items thi
reachythe Church Office by Sunday Services: 4 " January ‘

Monday, 29 " December. Epiphany
E-mail: office@st-nicolas-newbury.org 8:00 am Holy Communion (BCP)
9:15am Holy Communion (CW)
11:00 am All Age Family Service
with Baptism
6:00 pm Evensong (BCP)
6:30 pm Evening Worship

MEN'S GROUP
Contact John Harrison for more
info: john@harrison.me.uk
or 07801 231693.

St Nicolas Church, Newbury - Staff Team

Rector: The Revd Dr David Stone..Tel: (01635) 470 18/40326
Associate Vicar: The Revd Sarah Alexander ...... Te [|:(01635) 41922
Curate: The Revd James Cook ............. Tel: (016 35) 200428
Licensed Lay Minister: Jane SuttoN ......ccccceveee vveeeiiiiins Tel: (01635) 36466
Licensed Youth Minister:

Children’s Worker: Annabelle Abbott Tel: (01635) 44492
Pastoral Adviser for Older People: Dr John Davies Tel: (01635) 47018
Parish Coordinator: Sue Elliott......oovciiiis e Tel: (01635) 529783

Pastoral Care Line: (01635) 529783 www.st-nicolas-n  ewbury.org

Church Office usually open Weekdays, 9:30 am - 3 pm; Tel: (01635) 47018




